" The femoral artery was impervious from the giving off the profunda, as low as the part which was included in the ligature, and at this part there was an ossification, for about an inch and a half along the course of the artery, of an oval form, the run of which was solid, becoming thinner towards the centre, and not bony but only ligamentous; below this part the femoral artery was pervious down to the aneurismal sac, and contained blood, but did not communicate with the sac itself, having become impervious just at the entrance.
" What remained of the aneurismal sac was somewhat larger than a hen's egg, but more oblong, and a little flattened, extending along the side of the artery below for some way; the blood pressing with greater force in that direction, and distending that part, so as in some measure to give the appearance of a separate bag. The sac was perfectly circumscribed, not having the smallest remains of the lower orifice from the popliteal artery." 382.
A solid coagulum of blood, composed of concentric lamellae, was found adherent to the inner surface of the aneurismal sac.
Mr. Home, after remarking how correctly Mr. Hunter had predicted, prior to the operation, the effects which tying the vessel above the seat of the disease would induce, proceeds to observe that the important conclusion to be drawn from the history of this case is, " that the simply taking off the force of the circulation from the aneurismal artery is sufficient to effect a cure of the disease, or at least to put a stop to its progress, and leave the parts in a state from which the actions of the animal economy are capable of restoring them to a natural one." He adduces, in support of this view, a most interesting case, (that occurred in the practice of Mr. Ford of Golden Square), where an aneurismal swelling in the upper part of the thigh was seized with inflammation and threatening mortification.
" While in this state, the pulsation, before very evident in every part of the tumor, was no longer to be felt, nor even in the artery immediately above it, so that the steps preceding mortification had certainly taken place, the blood in the artery above having coagulated. And this circumstance was sufficient to prevent the absolute mortification coming on ; for the artery above becoming impervious, put a stop to the dilatation of the sac and all its consequences.
" From the time the pulsation stopped, the swelling and inflammation subsided, although exceedingly slowly, and the tumor diminished, becoming more firm and solid, and at the time of writing this paper is very much reduced in size, and to the feel resembles that found in the ham of the patient who is the subject of this paper." 384. Hunter has employed this plan since 178G, and it appears to be pretty successful in his hands." 418.
